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SWill cRQVXmed ZiWh Whe SURfRXQd emRWiRQ WhaW hiW ZheQ I
VaZ Whe LibeUW\ Bell, I ZaiWed iQ a lRQg, SRliVhed hallZa\,

kQeeV kQRckiQg WRgeWheU ZiWh dR]eQV Rf RWheU QeUYRXV aSSlicaQWV.
TheiU faceV UaQged iQ hXe fURm Whe VQRZieVW ZhiWe WR ebRQ\ black.
AfWeU ZhaW Veemed like aQ eWeUQiW\, a XQifRUmed bailiff RSeQed a
dRRU WR XVheU XV iQWR a cRXUWURRm. AQ eldeUl\ black-fURcked
CaXcaViaQ jXdge ZiWh a deadSaQ e[SUeVViRQ SUeVided behiQd a
UaiVed SRdiXm. The eaUl\ mRUQiQg lighW VhRQe WhURXgh Wall
ZiQdRZV aQd VkiSSiQg dXVW SaUWicleV, WR illXmiQaWe a magQificeQW
AmeUicaQ flag WhaW VWRRd beVide him. The Rak WUeeV RXWVide ZeUe
decked iQ WheiU bUighWeVW gUeeQ fiQeU\ fRU Whe RccaViRQ. LeaYeV
daQced iQ e[XlWaWiRQ, Zhich miUURUed Whe VkiSSiQg Uh\Whm Rf
m\ RZQ heaUW.

We VhXffled aURXQd, a feZ QeUYRXV cRXghV aQd mXffled
ZhiVSeUV cRQWUibXWiQg WR Whe WeQViRQ. I caXghW a Zhiff Rf Old
SSice. BeVide me, aQ RldeU HiVSaQic maQ ZiWh ZeaWheUed haQdV
fiddled ZiWh Whe WRS bXWWRQ Rf hiV imSeccable QaY\ blXe VXiW.
CUacked, blackeQed fiQgeUQailV RccaViRQall\ Ueached XS WR bUXVh
WeaUV fURm Whe Vide Rf hiV face, Zhich made WeaUV aUiVe iQ m\ RZQ
e\eV.

I lRRked aZa\, gXilW\ WhaW I¶d iQWUXded RQ hiV emRWiRQal
jRXUQe\, bXW fXll\ embUaciQg Whe camaUadeUie ZiWh a VWUaQgeU
ZhRVe QeUYRXV e[XlWaWiRQ Veemed WR maWch m\ RZQ. WhaW ZaV
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hiV VWRU\, I ZRQdeUed? MighW iW haYe beeQ aV WRUWXRXV aV m\ RZQ?
The bailiff VhXW Whe dRRU, aQd mRYed WR VWaQd beVide Whe jXdge,
aQd iW became eeUil\ TXieW. IQ WhiV hXVh Rf aQWiciSaWiRQ, m\ SalmV
begaQ WR VZeaW. The mRmeQWRXV QaWXUe Rf Whe VWeS I ZaV abRXW
WR Wake made m\ WemSleV SRXQd WR maWch Whe eUUaWic Uh\Whm Rf
m\ heaUW.

I ZaV RYeUcRme ZiWh gUaWiWXde. GUaWiWXde fRU all Whe bleVViQgV
WhiV ZRQdeUfXl cRXQWU\ had alUead\ VhRZeUed RQ me. IQ jXVW a
feZ mRmeQWV I ZRXld jRiQ m\ VibliQgV aQd SaUeQWV iQ RXU
cRmmiWmeQW WR WhiV laQd WhaW had becRme RXU hRme. The Rak
leaYeV VWill VZa\ed RXWVide iQ delighW. I imagiQed Salm fURQdV
ZaYiQg aW me fURm SUi LaQka, aQd a delicaWe VhRZeU Rf fUagUaQW
SiQk aQd ZhiWe fUaQgiSaQi blRVVRmV falliQg RQ m\ VhRXldeUV iQ
GhaQa WR heUald WhiV fiQal VWeS.

HRZ faU aZa\ WhRVe cRXQWUieV Veemed QRZ. TeaUV SUicked aW
m\ e\eV. WhaW I¶d abVRUbed fURm bRWh cRXQWUieV ZRXld alZa\V
be aQ iQWegUal SaUW Rf ZhR I ZaV, bXW AmeUica had caSWXUed m\
VRXl. SWaQdiQg iQ WhRVe VhafWV Rf VlaQWed VXQlighW, Ze faced Whe
glRUiRXV flag, Slaced RXU haQdV RQ RXU heaUWV, aQd UeciWed Whe
Sledge Rf allegiaQce. M\ heaUW WhUeaWeQed WR bXUVW RXW Rf m\ bRd\,
aQd I ZaQWed WR VcUeam RXW m\ VheeU e[XlWaWiRQ. I imagiQed WhaW
LibeUW\ Bell WUiXmShaQWl\ SealiQg RXW WR SURclaim WR Whe ZRUld
WhaW aQ AmeUicaQ ciWi]eQ had jRiQed iWV UaQkV. AQd jXVW aV
VXddeQl\, a deeS \eaUQiQg flRZeUed ZiWhiQ me, VeemiQgl\ cRmiQg
RXW Rf WhiQ aiU. IW UeYeUbeUaWed ZiWhiQ m\ bRd\, VhRckiQg me ZiWh
iWV iQWeQViW\.

I Zant to be free.


